
Auxiliary verbs

An auxiliary verb ("helping" verb) is combined with the principal verb to form certain tenses or

moods. (See also the modal verbs, which nuance the meaning of the verbs they accompany.) The only

true auxiliary verbs in English are "to be," "to have," and "to do."

"To be" is an auxiliary verb for the progressive tenses (See the present progressive, the past

progressive, the future progressive):

I am going home.

She was fishing with her father.

We will be calling on you later.

"To have" is an auxiliary verb for the perfect tenses, including the present perfect, the present

perfect progressive, the pluperfect, the future perfect, the past conditional:

We have finished.

They hadn't waited for us.

"To do" is an auxiliary verb for making questions and negations in both the present simple and

the preterit :

Do you have any money?

Did you hear me?

He doesn't want to help us.

EXERCISES

1. Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verbs 'to be' and 'to have'. (Present tense only!) 

Ex: Michael ____ my brother. (key = is)

       John ____ a white cat. (key = has)

1. Jerry ________ some friends in America.

2.  ________we on the right way?

3. I ________ a big living-room.

4. It ________ a white rose.

5. You ________ something on your hair.

6. She________  two apples.

7. ________Mike Tyson a boxer?

8.  ________they friends?

9. The boys________ a tennis match on Saturday.

10. Jack and Jill ________ very good friends.

11. Doris ________ a beautiful dress.

12. Doris ________ a beautiful girl. She has won beauty contests.

13.  ________he a farmer?

14. The teacher ________ a yellow book.

15. This animal ________ black eyes.

16. They ________ a lovely garden.

17. ________ I your best friend?

18.  ________you at home?

19.  We ________good students. We learn hard.

20. Your father________  a doctor.

2. Complete the short answers which follow the questions. 

Ex: Is he angry with me? No, _____. (key = he is not) (key = he isn't)

1.   'Are there any apples on the table?' 'No, .'

2.   'Peter, do you like this film?' 'Yes, .'



3.   'Have they been here before?' 'No, ________ .'

4.   'Is there much water in the glass?' 'No, ________.'

5.   'Sir, are you going to buy that CD?' 'Yes, ________ .'

6.   'Could Peter read when he was four?' 'No, ________.'

7.   'Have you ever been to Italy?' 'Yes, ________.'

8.   'Did she understand you?' 'No, ________ .'

9.   'Have you both got a driving license?' 'Yes, ________ .'

10.   'Peter, have you got a driving license?' 'No, ________ .'

11.   'Were Jack and Peter disappointed?' 'Yes, ________ .'

12.   'Jane and Peter, will you ever get married?' 'Yes, ________ .'

13.   'Do you live in Paris, Jacquie?' 'No, ________ .'

14.   Does Mr Brown speak French?' 'Yes, ________ .'

15.   'Peter, were you at school yesterday?' 'Yes, ________ .'

16.   'Would he be able to pay for all that?' 'Yes, ________.'

17.   'Was your mother angry with you?' 'Yes, ________ .'

18.   'Can chickens fly?' 'Yes, ________ ?'

19.   'Is bungee jumping dangerous?' 'Yes, ________ .'

20.   'Are Peter and Jane married?' 'Yes, ________ .'


