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Best of the Web 

 

 

SharpReader is an RSS Aggregator for Windows, created by Luke Hutteman.

Click here to download the latest version (0.9.4.1).

Prior to running SharpReader, you will need to install the .NET Framework, version 1.1. If you do 
not currently have the .NET Framework installed, you can get it at windowsupdate, or here.

ƀ     Handles all RSS versions, ATOM, modules like dublin core, content:encoding, xhtml:body, 
etc.

ƀ     Advanced threading support allowing you to view connected items together in a threaded 
fashion. SharpReader detects and shows connections between items if they have same link, 
if one item links to another, if two items both link to the same external webpage, or if an 
item has comments (for feeds supporting the <wfw:commentrss> standard).

ƀ     Group subscribed feeds into custom categories.
ƀ     Feed settings like refresh-rate and purge timeout can be set per feed or per category. 

Category-wide settings apply to all feeds in that category that are still set to "Default" for 
the setting in question.

ƀ     Dialog-less way of subscribing to new feeds - just drag a link from your browser into 
SharpReader, or enter the url into the address-bar at the top.

ƀ     Feedster integration to easily search weblogs and newssites for specific terms, and even 
subscribe to such a search to be notified of new results.

ƀ     Support for proxy-servers and proxy authentication.
ƀ     Reduces bandwidth by using HTTP Conditional GETs and gzip/deflate encoding.
ƀ     Minimizes to the system-tray.
ƀ     Systray popup when new items arrive (can be disabled on a per-feed or per-category basis 

through the properties pane).
ƀ     Easy keyboard navigation to go the next or previous unread item.
ƀ     Import and export your subscriptions using OPML.
ƀ     Filter items.
ƀ     International Character-set support.
ƀ     HTTP Authentication support.
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Threading of articles and comments 

Filter and feed properties 

International Characterset Support 

Notification popup when new items come in 
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ƀ     When I try to start SharpReader, I'm getting an error message stating "The dynamic 
library mscoree.dll could not be found in the specified path". 

ƀ     How do I open an RSS feed in SharpReader? 
ƀ     How do I subscribe to an RSS feed in SharpReader? 
ƀ     Where do I find new feeds to subscribe to? 
ƀ     Is there any way to search the feeds I am subscribed to? 
ƀ     Is there a way to search feeds I am not subscribed to? 
ƀ     How does the feed properties pane work? 
ƀ     How do I set a refresh rate per feed 
ƀ     How do I turn off the new item alert popups? 
ƀ     How do I copy my SharpReader data to another machine? 
ƀ     What do the auto-purge settings do in the feed properties pane? 
ƀ     How do I get SharpReader to always use a new browser when opening links? 
ƀ     Does SharpReader support ATOM? 
ƀ     I'd like to switch from my current aggregator to SharpReader, is there a way to keep all 

my subscriptions? 
ƀ     I've decided to switch from SharpReader to another aggregator, is there a way to keep all 

my subscriptions? 
ƀ     I have another question that is not answered on this page. 

If you see this error message when you try to start SharpReader, this means you do not have 
version 1.1 of the .NET framework installed on your system. Please download it from 
windowsupdate.microsoft.com or msdn and restart SharpReader. 

There are several ways to do this: 

ƀ     You can type the RSS URL into SharpReader's address-bar and press [ENTER] 
ƀ     You can select File|Open RSS Feed, type in the RSS URL and press OK 
ƀ     For many sites, you can use the website URL itself as well and SharpReader will try to 

find the RSS URL for you by looking for RSS Autodiscovery tags or RSS links on the 
website. 

ƀ     You can use drag and drop to drag a RSS link (typically shown as XML) from your 
browser to SharpReader's address-bar 

ƀ     If SharpReader is configured to "listen on port 5335" (see Tools|Options), you can click 

on Radio Userland subscribe icons (  ) 

ƀ     You can click on a FEED link. 

Again, there are several ways to do this: 

ƀ     Opened the feed through one of the methods above and press the subscribe button 
ƀ     Use the "auto-subscribe" checkbox in the File|Open dialog 
ƀ     Use drag and drop to drag a RSS link from your browser to SharpReader's subscriptions 

pane on the left 

You can find lists of popular feeds at 

ƀ     Feedster top 100 feeds 
ƀ     Radio Userland top 100 Most Subscribed-To RSS Feeds 
ƀ     BlogLines | Most Popular Blogs 

To search for a specific feed, you can use Syndic8. 

Yes, use Tools|Filter 

Yes, use the Search-box at the top-right of SharpReader to open a feedster-feed that contains 
recent mentions of your search-term(s). You can even subscribe to such a search by pressing the 
subscribe button. If you find an interesting item and would like to subscribe to the actual feed that 
contained this item, you can drag the [xml] icon from the content-pane to the subscriptions pane. 

This pane (opened through Tools|Feed Properties, or through the subscriptions pane right-click 
menu) shows properties that can be set for individual feeds or for categories. A value of "Default" 
means this property will get its value from the category this feed is in. This way, you can set your 
default properties on the root (subscribed feeds) node, and override those on specific feeds or 
categories. 

Through the feed properties pane 

By using the "AlertNewItems" property in the feed properties pane. 

If you just want to copy you subscribed feeds, simply export your subscriptions to OPML using File|
Export Subscriptions, and import the resulting file into another SharpReader instance. To also 
copy all your items, copy the entire C:\Documents and Settings\[USERNAME]
\Application Data\SharpReader directory to the other machine. 

You can use these settings to have SharpReader automatically delete older items from it's cache. 
It is generally a good idea to use this feature as having too many items in SharpReader increases 
its memory consumption. 

Go to Tools|Options and check "Open links in external browser". 

Yes, since version 0.9.4.0. 

If your current aggregator supports OPML, use this to export your subscriptions to a file, and then 
import this file into SharpReader using File|Import. 

If your new aggregator supports OPML, export your SharpReader subscriptions to a file using File|
Export, and then import this file into your new aggregator. 

Please email sharpreader@hutteman.com for any additional questions, remarks or suggestions 
you may have about SharpReader. 
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SharpReader uses plugins based on the IBlogExtension standard. Plugins can be installed by extracting them into a plugins sub-
directory under your SharpReader directory.

Here is a partial list of some plugins that adhere to this standard:

w.bloggar plugin 
A plugin to start the popular w.bloggar weblog posting tool from within SharpReader.

BlogThisUrl 
A plugin that allows you to open a custom URL in your browser, which could link to your Movable Type posting page for example

WB Editor 
A WYSIWYG blog editing tool with unicode support

MailItem 
A plugin by Jarno Peschier to easily email RSS items. Source-code is included.

If you want to create a new SharpReader plugin, you can do so by creating a .NET assembly with a class that extends the following 
interface: 

public interface IBlogExtension
{ 
   // Name of plug-in, this will be the name by which the 
   // user will activate your plugin in SharpReader
   string DisplayName { get; } 

   // Return true if plug-in has configuration settings 
   bool HasConfiguration { get; } 

   // Return true if an editing GUI will be shown to the 
   // user when BlogItem is called. In this case, the 
   // aggregator will not display its own editing UI.
   // This options is not applicable from SharpReader, as
   // it does not have its own editing gui.
   bool HasEditingGUI { get; } 

   // Display configuration dialog to user, if applicable 
   void Configure(IWin32Window parent); 

   // Perform the plugin action. rssFragment will contain
   // an rss-fragement based on the currently selected item.
   // edited will be false when called from SharpReader 
   // (other aggregators that implement IBlogExtension may
   // call this with edited = true)
   void BlogItem(IXPathNavigable rssFragment, bool edited); 
} 

Do not include the interface above in your assembly, but compile your plugin against the strong named blogextension.dll 
assembly that comes with SharpReader

Please send me an e-mail if you created a plugin that you would like to have added to this page. 
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